Floating
protest

over cuts

to canal
budget

Noisy flotilla to cruise
through Oracle to Thames

by Hatalle Corp

BERESHIRE boaters hope a
speciacular and neigy Floating
profest ot the weekend will belp
eimke miadeive government cats in
funding for watormaya,

The Department for Food and
Hural Affairs (DEFEA) bas
sloshed 104 fream the Dritish
Watermays hudpet ard protesters
g2y that will hit the preservation
and pegoneration of the nation's
rovers and cumnsls,

Ardd mager protests are tnking
place on Saturday, Movember 15,
in Reading and Goring,

Save Chur Wnterways, a groap
of volunzaey argnaisstions ==l up
Ee eampaign ngninst tho cuts, kae
co-ordinated more than 50 rallies
meross the eountey.

Protosts Formir Fesdng West 1P S
Anthory Durznd

Membors of Burphfield Tslund
Baat Club and the Kennet asd
Avan Cannl Trast will lead a con-
vey of narrew boats fram County
Leck wt 11 15am on Saturday,

They will cruise past The
(rrnele steeteh of the eanal with
horns blaring, before turniog
peund to meor st Star Lane, near
tha frucens Hoad car park.

Former Bending West M Sir
Anthony Durant, priident of the
Keopet and Avon Cnnnl Trust
and the River Thames Soebety,
will poan e town's MPs and rep-
resontatives of rambling eveling,
wildlife and anpling bodies,

Dozens of boats of all sizes will
also take part in & samilar block-
ade on the Thames at Goring
Lk mb 12 20 pm,

DEFRA made the cuts = whizh
have already cost 180 redundan-
cies ot Bridish Waterways = to
help pay the E20eaillies i wan
fined bor the ELV for it8 handling
of farming subsidy pavouts.

The prograesmes of deedging
and maintenance and rephlr O
locks and towpaths hae boon put
under throat.

Mike Wyatt, cognniser of the
.Il!t:ndingmi:itmde. gaid: "We're

fermmi to send o messpge o
th Governmant.

"W know there ame many
thousands of people who enjoy
locnl wolepways amd wha will
anrrrt ne ©



